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Jimpa is Sophie Hydes highly unorthodox family portrait that pays tribute to her dad, who fought
for gay rights but died before the filmmaker’s trans child could appreciate his pioneering
personality.

Jimpa is a film about progress, not going back. Inspired by lessons of living with an activist gay
father and a nonbinary child, the semi-autobiographical drama captures — and celebrates — the
ripple effects of the Sexual Revolution across three generations.

In this family, Grandpa Jim — or “Jimpa” as he prefers to be called — had two kids before coming
out in the early ‘70s. Jim and his wife challenged convention by staying together. Hannah insists
that the very thing that makes her family unique is how amicably everyone deals with life’s
curveballs. “They chose kindness over conflict,” Hannah explains. These family members seem
exceptionally comfortable in one another’s presence, demonstrating the kind of mature, tactful
communication meant to respect the feelings of all involved. But that doesn’t mean they always
see eye-to-eye. Disputes are not only normal but necessary — a notion that always provocative
Jimpa takes impish delight in testing.
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