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10 years ago, on June 24, 2016, President Barack Obama issued a proclamation noting that the Stonewall “raid and 
uprising” was the “catalyst that launched the modern LGBT civil rights movement” and established the Stonewall 
National Monument at Christopher Park in Greenwich Village. Last year, the current administration mandated that 
“gender ideology” – references to transgender and queer people – be removed from the National Park Service 
website page for the monument. This year, the National Trust for Historic Preservation named the monument one of 
America’s most endangered historic places, citing federal actions aimed at censoring and rewriting the history of the 
site. At that location, Marsha P. Johnson, Sylvia Rivers, and other trans and gender non-conforming individuals were 
central to creating the resistance, which is the foundation of the modern LGBTQ+ civil rights movement. Their 
contribution to our history cannot be deleted. This February, the administration ordered the National Park Service to 
remove the rainbow flag flying at the site. After vociferous objections and the filing of a lawsuit, the flag returned. 

June was officially declared as Pride Month by President Clinton in 1999. President Obama issued annual 
proclamations designating June as Lesbian, Gay, Bisexual and Transgender Pride Month. President Biden proclaimed 
Juneas Pride Month during the years of his administration.Last year, President Trump announced June is no longer 
Pride Month. 

Despite the pronouncements and machinations of the ancient regime, June will forever be Pride Month. We will not 
be erased like a rainbow crosswalk in Florida. Take comfort in the results of the latest Gallup Poll which revealed that
23% of those under thirty years of age identify as LGBTQ+. Be Out and Proud this month and every month. 
Celebrate! 

 

NOTICE ABOUT THE MAILED NEWSLETTER 
One of the most popular benefits of SAGE membership is receiving our monthly newsletter, The SAGE. When first 
published, a hardcopy version was mailed to each member. Today, 80% of members opt to receive only online copies, 
which are emailed monthly. These members are able to avoid the $10.00 increase in their annual renewal fee, which is 
intended to cover the cost of the mailed newsletter.  

However, due to an increase in the size of the newsletter and a rise in costs in general, the actual cost to print and mail 
the newsletter currently exceeds $50.00 each year. This amount is considerably greater than the $10.00 annual fee 
charged to those members who receive mailed copies. Lifetime members who receive mailed copies currently pay no 
additional fees. 

The SAGE Board of Directors believes that this spending imbalance is not sustainable. The Board has decided to increase 
the fee for those members who want to receive the mailed newsletter. Additional information will be provided in the 
July issue of The Sage. 
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SAGE BIRTHDAYS FOR THIS MONTH
The SAGE Board would like to acknowledge the following members whose birthdays are this month 

 as well as any other member whose birthday that we don’t have.
     If, when you renewed your membership or became a new member you did not give us your birthday,  
you may call the office and leave the information at 954.634.7219 or e-mail us @ sagesofl@gmail.com.

If you have had an anniversary with SAGE for either 5, 10, 
15 or 20 years and you have not received your pin, please 

call  the SAGE office (954.634.7219) to pick it up.

Last Name BirthdayFirst Name Last Name BirthdayFirst Name

OFFICERS
President:	 Lisa Peters
Vice President:	 Michael Gagne
Secretary:	 Shawn White 
Treasurer:	 Paul McNamara

President Emeritus:	 Patrick S Vida

BOARD MEMBERS AT LARGE
Ken Goodman

Jorge C. Herrera
Marilyn Lamkay

Lee Lawson
Kathy Macchio
Brent Pagnotta
 Patrick S Vida

Email to Editor:	 sagesofl@gmail.com
	 Attn:  Editor
Mailing Address:    SAGE of South Florida
	 PO Box 70516
	 Oakland Park, FL  33307

Contents Copyright © 2026 SAGE of South Florida, Inc.  All Rights Reserved (Except excerpts, under their own protections).
SAGE of South Florida in an independent organization not affiliated with sageUSA.

Website:	 www.sagewebsite.org
Facebook:	 www.facebook.com/SageOfSouthFloridaInc

Lifetime Members

BOB ADAMS – JIM AMON  – CHRISTOPHER BATES – BILL BASIST – ROBERT J BOZEK – RICHARD CALVIN – PHILIP COLLIER
DONALD CURIALE   MATT FARBER – JODI A FISCHER – MARC FLANAGAN – JOHN FOXX – MICHAEL GAGNE – JEFY GAINES

JOHN GAMBINO –  RICHARD GILMER – KENNETH GOODMAN – JUDITH HARTSHORN – JACKSON HAVERLY-– RICHARD E HERMAN 
MD HUSSAIN  –  JEAN JOHNSON – TIM KUEHNE - MARILYN LAMKAY - TOMMASO LEPORE - PATTI LYNN - KATHY MACCHIO

HOWARD MARREN  –  J MICHAEL MARTIN – PAUL MCNAMARA  – DAVID MURPHY – SAL ORLANDO – ERNEST OLIVAS
BRETT PEELER – HUGH RANCE – CLAYTON RANEY – GARY RESNICK – SCOTT RIEDEL – WILSON SABA – WAYNE SCHREBE
RICHARD SCHWARZ – ANN SMITH – ALLEN SPIESS –  JOEL TENDLER – HOWARD TERRY – STEVE THAYER  TONY TSAGRIS

 RAQUEL C WHITE – NORMA WINGO – JOSEPH YATES
											        
SAGE MISSION STATEMENT: SAGE of South Florida (Senior Action in a Gay Environment) ) is a non-profit organization which
seeks to enrich the lives of the GLBTQ+ senior community through membership inclusive of age, gender, race, nationality, religion 
sexual orientation, and gender identity. 
We believe this can be accomplished by sponsoring social alternatives, by providing personal interaction, by offering educational 
opportunities to deal with the special needs of aging, and by promoting contact with the isolated and home-bound persons of our 
community.  SAGE of South Florida was founded in 1994 as a Florida “not for profit” corporation (Federal Tax-Exempt Status of 501 
(c) 3, allowing tax-deductible donations.

SAGE EDITORIAL POLICY: SAGE welcomes contributors to the newsletter.  An author may request their entry be “anonymous”.
However, the submission, as received by SAGE, must be accompanied by the full name and address of the author.  Items will be
published at our discretion, and such publication does not constitute endorsement by SAGE of South Florida.  If we feel that we
cannot publish a submission anonymously, we will contact the author.  We reserve the right to edit articles for length, clarity, or
standards of decency.  We do not accept paid ads in the newsletter.

SAGE OF SOUTH FLORIDA
VOLUNTEERS

Jean Arthurton	 Sonny Miller
Richard Calvin	 Frank Piasecki
Frank Cavanaugh	 Ed Sloughi
Jefy Gaines 	 Betty Gambino
J Michael Martin	
	

10 Year Anniversaries

5 Year Anniversaries New Members

DEB MCNERNEY, ED SLOUGH

ED MACDONALD MIKE KELLER, TOM RYAN

DAVID	 COHEN	 JUNE-02
PHIL	 GROSSMAN	 JUNE-02
WALTER	 STEUNENBERG	 JUNE-02
BUTCH	 CULBERTSON	 JUNE-03
LAURENCE	 TURK	 JUNE-04
ETHEL	 WEINBERG	 JUNE-05
DON	 SQUIRE	 JUNE-09
FRANK	 FREDERICKS	 JUNE-10
SONNY	 MILLER	 JUNE-14

SAL	 ORLANDO	 JUNE-16
A. PATRICK	 VALCHANT	 JUNE-16
CHUCK	 BELL	 JUNE-21
GLORIA	 KEY	 JUNE-21
HENRY	 BERNSTEIN	 JUNE-22
JERRY	 HEATON	 JUNE-23
GARY	 BEASLEY	 JUNE-25
DAVID	 MURPHY	 JUNE-30



Join us Wednesday, June 24th, when SAGE 
is having an informal dinner at Tropics Grille, 
2000 Wilton Drive, Wilton Manors. Drinks and 
cocktails will be from 5:00pm to 5:30pm, with 
“Happy Hour” prices at the bar, and dinner at 5:30pm. Trop-
ics has offered SAGE all dinners at half-price on Wednes-

day for SAGE and our guests 
only to make the evening less 
crowded and to provide bet-
ter service than is possible on 
their normal half-price Mon-

days. You need not be a SAGE member to attend. All are 
welcome, including our friends from Prime Gentlemen. 
You can check out their menu at:  https://tropicsgrillefl.
com/menu/.

This is an event for friends to get together and celebrate the 
ability to socialize in person once again. It should be a good 
time for all. Please email me to let me know if you plan to 
attend so I can give Tropics a heads-up.
My email is:  wildhybrid@aol.com. Thanks!

Join your SAGE and Prime Gentlemen friends for this 
month’s Early Bird Dinner. The event for June will be at The 
Ambry, 3016 East Commercial Boulevard, Fort Lauderdale, 
FL 33308 on Wednesday, June 10th, at 5:00pm. The Ambry 
has an extensive early bird menu” with three course meals 
including soup or salad, entrée, dessert, and coffee or tea. 
And their classic French Onion Soup is on of the available 
choices. The quality of the food is excellent, the portions 
are generous, and the prices of the specials are really good 
– which makes this a good choice for the Early Birds. This 
event was inspired by Chicago Patrick.  Please notify me if 
you would like to attend this dinner so I can give the restau-
rant a heads-up –  wildhybrid.aol.com. 

I hope you can join us on Wednesday.
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NOTES FROM THE MEN’S DROP-IN
 Jefy Gaines

SAGE CO-ED DROP-IN
Michael Gagne & Kathy Macchio

EVERY THURSDAY at 3:00PM on Zoom!
Looking for good company and connections? 
Join Kathy and Michael every Thursday for the SAGE 
Co-Ed Drop-In. It’s casual, it’s friendly, and it’s all about 
you. Bring your stories, your questions¸ your thoughts 
– whatever is on your mind.
Catch up with old friends, meet new ones, and enjoy 
the mix of socializing, witty banter, and conversation. 
All are welcome!
See you Thursday!
	
Meeting ID:    275 139 4844	 Passcode:    076609	

SAGE NIGHT OUT
Ed Slough

June, moon, spoon, and “the good ole Sum-
mertime”, are all upon us. The ocean tempera-
ture in Fort Lauderdale in the summer goes up 
to the mid-80s and higher. There are swarming 
schools of fish that are literally bumping into us, and jump-
ing out of the water, and the pelicans swoop down and 
scoop them up. 

June predominately is in a Gemini Sun, so we’re going to 
have some fun. It’s a, mutable Air sign, which means “winds 
of change” and opportunities. Represented by the twins, 
duality and versatility. There will be some laughing, enter-
tainment, and quick-witted exchanges. Ruled by the Third 
House and Mercury, the planet of communication, technol-
ogy, and the mind. So, expect some creative communica-
tions and lots of ideas, in all the ways we connect with oth-
ers – through language, technology, sibling bonds, and the 
community. Later in the month it cusps into Cancer and is 
called the “Cusp of Magic” because it blends Gemini, the 
Air-sign’s intellect, with Cancer, the Water-sign’s intuition. 
There will be a blend of intellectual curiosity and communi-
cation skills, with emotional depth and sensitivity. 

SAGE of South Florida, Prime Gentlemen, SunServe, Sun-
shine Cathedral, and the Pride Center provide many activi-
ties, events, and services for our community. Join us every 
Wednesday in person at the Pride Center, Room 206, or on 
Zoom. 
So, fasten your seat belts and let’s have some fun! People 
start to trickle in at 12:45pm for some schmoozing and 
crosstalk, then at 1pm we have announcements of upcom-
ing events, and everyone has an opportunity to share about
what’s going on in our lives: Movies, dinners, health, fam-
ily, feelings. Sponsored by SAGE of South Florida and Prime 
Gentlemen, we close at 2pm with kibitzing and jokes. 
Sometimes comical, and sometimes not so much. Moan-
ing is permitted; we always have good-spirited fun. All are 
always welcome.

In person at the Pride Center, Room 206, and on Zoom.
Zoom Meeting ID: 275 139 4844
Passcode: 076609

SAGE ON THE BORDER/
ALTERNATIVES (SOBA)
 Jean Arthurton & Frank Piasecki

This Co-Ed discussion group meets 
LIVE and IN PERSON every Monday at 11:00am at the 
Volen Center, 1515 W. Palmetto Park Road, Boca Ra-
ton. At SOBA meetings, participants are asked their 
responses to questions or topics posed by the group 
leaders. Crosstalk and discussion follows. Watch your 
email for the weekly eblast announcement.  Everyone 
is welcome. No reservations are required.
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SAGE Night Out at Tropics Grille

        

 
SAGE/Prime Gentlemen Monthly Movie 

 

 

For up-to-date information on SAGE, follow us on Facebook: SAGE of South Florida, Inc.  
View more photos by visiting the Photo Gallery on our Website: www.sagewebsite.org  

  

                                               Access the SAGE website by QR Code:           
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SAGE Women Aromatherapy Seminar 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

SAGE Lunch Meet-Up                   SAGE Meet-Up 

                  at                                                     at 
    Cucina Moderna                   Bangkok Bistro 

 



SAGE/PRIME GENTLEMEN BOOK 
DISCUSSION GROUP
Paul McNamara
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SOCIAL SQUAD
Michael Gagne

This month’s selection for discussion is 
In Memoriam by Alice Winn.

It’s 1914, and World War I is 
ceaselessly churning through 
thousands of young men on 
both sides of the fight. The 
violence of the front feels far 
away to Henry Gaunt, Sidney 
Ellwood, and the rest of their 
classmates, safely ensconced 
in their idyllic boarding school 
in the English countryside. 
News of the heroic deaths of 
their friends only makes the 
war more exciting. 

Gaunt, half German, is busy fighting his own pri-
vate battle – an all-consuming infatuation with his 
best friend, the glamorous, charming Ellwood – 
without a clue that Ellwood is pining for him in 
return. When Gaunt’s family asks him to enlist to 
forestall the anti-German sentiment they face, 
Gaunt does so immediately, relieved to escape his 
overwhelming feelings for Ellwood.

To Gaunt’s horror, Ellwood rushes to join him at 
the front, and the rest of their classmates soon 
follow. Now death surrounds them in all its grim 
reality, often inches away, and no one knows who 
will be next. 

An epic tale of both the devastating tragedies of 
war and the forbidden romance that blooms in its 
grip, In Memoriam is a breathtaking debut.

In Memoriam will be discussed at the next meet-
ing of the Book Discussion Group, to be held on 
Saturday, June 27 from 11:00 AM to Noon, at the 
Stonewall Library, 1300 East Sunrise Boulevard, 
Fort Lauderdale, and simultaneously on Zoom. 
(Meeting ID: 275139 4844 and Pass code: 076609)

JULY MEETING: 

The selection for the July 25, 
discussion is:

Maurice: A Novel by E. M. Forster

As summer begins, our SAGE calendar con-
tinues to bring people together through 
good food, meaningful connections, and 
community celebrations. One of the things I 
enjoy most about these gatherings is seeing familiar faces 
alongside new ones discovering SAGE of South Florida for 
the very first time. Whether it’s a monthly lunch, a special 
event, or simply sharing conversation around a table, these 
moments remind us how important community truly is.

Join us on June 2 at 12:30 PM for our monthly lunch at 
the ever-popular Tequila Sunrise on Dixie Boulevard. Te-
quila Sunrise has long been a favorite thanks to its lively 
atmosphere, generous portions, and a menu filled with 
classic Mexican and Tex-Mex favorites. The staff always 
makes our group feel welcome, and it’s the kind of place 
where lunch can easily turn into an afternoon of laughter 
and conversation. If you haven’t joined us before, this is a 
perfect opportunity to see why our monthly lunches con-
tinue to grow in popularity.

Then on July 7, we’ll head to Spanx The Hog in Pompano, 
located east of Dixie Highway and just south of Atlantic 
Boulevard. Known for its authentic slow-cooked barbecue, 
smoky flavors, and casual, laid-back atmosphere, Spanx 
The Hog is a local favorite that never disappoints. From 
ribs and pulled pork to all the traditional Southern sides, 
there’s something on the menu for everyone to enjoy. As 
always, every SAGE Lunch and Meet-Up is open to every-
one, so bring a friend and introduce someone new to our 
wonderful community.

I’m also especially looking forward to the Second Annual 
Senior Pride Celebration on Saturday, June 27 at 1:00 PM 
at Hagan Park. This event continues to grow into some-
thing truly meaningful for our community. Each year, we 
come together not only to celebrate Pride, but to honor 
the accomplishments, sacrifices, and resilience of the se-
nior LGBTQ+ community—the people who helped pave 
the way for many of the rights and freedoms we enjoy 
today and continue to fight to protect. It promises to be 
a wonderful afternoon filled with friendship, recognition, 
and pride. Best of all, this is a free event featuring an el-
egant buffet shared among great friends and community 
members.

Events like these are what make SAGE of South Florida so 
special. They remind us that connection matters at every 
stage of life and that nobody should ever feel alone in this 
community. As always: Come, bring a friend. Come, make 
a friend. Or come and be a friend. SAGE of South Florida 
is a home for everyone looking to build connections with 
some of the most wonderful people I have ever had the 
pleasure of knowing. I look forward to seeing many of you 
at our upcoming events.



Celebrating over 32 years of service to our community SAGE Message Line - 954.634.7219 - www.sagewebsite.org 

SAGE LUNCH & LEARN
Lunch and Learn is held the first Saturday of the 
month, 12:30pm, at the Herb Skolnick Community 
Center.
RESERVATIONS ARE REQUIRED. Please see the 
enclosed flyer for more information.



SAGE Health Tips
Richard Calvin, BSN, Certified Rehabilitation RN (retired)

SAGE cares because YOU care about your health.
Please always seek advice from your physician/nurse practitioner/physician assistant.

LGBTI individuals of any age, who are sexually active or inactive, are wise to see a dedicated physician, nurse 
practitioner, or physician’s assistant who specializes in sexual health care and infectious disease management, 
as their primary health care provider. Such knowledge and sensitivity to the physical, emotional, financial, and 
confidentiality needs of the LGBTI community provide best practices for person-centered care. Compassionate, 
expert primary care and pharmacy services can help individuals achieve their healthcare goals with innovative 
treatment options. Further, they often provide blood testing, lab results, injections, vaccines, Pre-Exposure Pro-
phylaxis (PREP), nutritional consulting, mental health counseling, infectious disease care, education, transporta-
tion assistance, real time telehealth appointments, participation in the latest research studies, and case manage-
ment. Such practices accept most Medicare, Medicaid, commercial, and private insurance. They also maintain 
various grant and uninsured programs. CAN Community Health Providers are committed to creating an inclusive 
environment that treats all individuals with respect and dignity, breaking down barriers, and fostering a commu-
nity united against stigma. The Silver Connection is a SAGE of South Florida and CAN initiative designed for adults 
55+ that promotes sexual health, HIV awareness, and healthy intimacy through positive education, community 
connections, and prevention resources. 

In Broward County, some CAN Community Health’s Network of Providers include: 

https://www.cancommunityhealth.org/lauderdale-by-the-sea/,   Dr. Stephen A. Renae, MD FACP, Infection Dis-
ease Specialist and staff, PH: 954.776.9992. 

https://www.cancommunityhealth.org/ft-lauderdale/, Dr. Michael Sension, MD, Infectious Diseases, and staff, 
PH: 954.701.6920. 

https://www.cancancommunityhealth.org/oakland-park/, Midland Medical, Midland Pharmacy, and Midland 
Research, Dr. Noah Lee, DO, Medical Director, HIV Medicine Certified Specialist and his staff of eleven physicians, 
nurse practitioners, and physician assistants. www.midlandmed.com or 954.565.0876.  

CELEBRATE LOVE. PROTECT YOUR HEALTH
This PRIDE Season, celebrate who you are, confident and healthy. CAN Community Health offers free, confiden-
tial HIV and STI testing, treatment, and prevention services. Because “love is stronger when you protect it.” 

References & Resources: ACL Administration for Community Living; CAN Community Health Patient Resources, 
Outreach and Education, Midland Medical, SAGE Silver Connection.  
 

Sexual Health Care for Seniors 



 
LUNCHEON MEETUP 

Everyone is Welcome!! 

Tuesday, June 2, 2026 @ 12:30pm 
                                                 
 
 
 
 

 
 

4711 N Dixie Hwy, Fort Lauderdale, FL 33334  
(954) 938-4473 

Tequila Sunrise Mexican Grill in Fort Lauderdale is a casual, family-owned eatery serving authenƟc 
Mexican cuisine and fresh seafood. The menu features tradiƟonal favorites like fajitas, enchiladas, tacos, 
and sizzling seafood plaƩers made with fresh ingredients and vibrant flavors. The warm, colorful décor 
and friendly staff create a lively, welcoming atmosphere that keeps locals and visitors coming back. 

ThereaŌer every first Tuesday of the month 

When you arrive just tell the Hostess that you are with SAGE 

No advance reservaƟons necessary 

Just show up and pay for what you order 

_________________________________________________________________ 

               Save The Date: July 7, 2026 @ 12:30pm 
                              

147 S Cypress Rd,  
Pompano Beach, FL 33060 



Lunch & Learn 
Saturday, June 6, 2026, at 12:30pm 

HERB SKOLNICK COMMUNITY CENTER 
800 SW 36TH AVENUE, POMPANO BEACH, FL 

RESERVATIONS REQUIRED 
MEMBERS – $10.00    GUESTS – $17.00    NEW PRICE!! 

Credit Cards Accepted 

Reservations MUST be made by 12:30pm on Friday June 5, 2026 
EMAIL To: SAGEsofl@gmail.com OR BY CALLING: (954) 634-7219 

 

The Best of Travel 
 
 

 
 
 
 

Francine Sweet helps individuals, families, seniors, 
and groups plan memorable travel experiences, 
including cruises, wellness retreats, and customized 
group adventures. She combines travel planning with 
a focus on personal growth, wellness, connection, 
and creating meaningful experiences that help 
people relax, recharge, and enjoy life more fully.                                                

         
 
 

 
 

MENU 

Pan con Tomate Bread 

Mixed Green Salad 

Chicken Cordon Blue 
 
Pasta Primavera 
 
Cannoli 
Fruit 

Catered by: 

Sponsored by: 
                  



THE SAGE/PRIME GENTLEMEN MOVIE 
MICHAEL 

There was – and is – no one like 
Michael Jackson. 

Nearly 17 years after his death at age 
50 in 2009, the pop superstar’s 
music and art continue to electrify, 
even as his unprecedented fame, 
shrouded in rumor and unsettling 
allegations, confounds and 
mystifies. He’s been exalted and 
excoriated, deified and dragged 

through the mud, and yet he remains elusive, a contradiction whose truth, whatever it may be, will 
likely never be known. There’s little doubt that this is slick, celebratory biopic chronicling the rise of 
pop superstar Michael Jckson, from his musical beginnings in the 1960s to the heights of his 1980s 
fame. 

The movie certainly wastes no time playing the hits. It picks up in 1966 with eight-year-old Michael 
and his brothers literally whipped into musical shape by taskmaster patriarch Joseph, all while saintly 
mother Katherine looks on. Christened the Jackson 5, the boys dance for pennies on the Chitlin’ 
Circuit, find Motown stardom with their miraculous early hits, and – faster than one of his signature 
spins – the emergent solo Michael is recording his breakthrough record “Off the Wall” with Quincy 
Jones and plotting world domination with “Thriller.” Doing an uncanny impersonation of his uncle, 
Jaafar Jackson- who shares Michael’s signature moves and his contagious smile – give a warm, 
sometime soulful performance. Whenever he’s performing – which is often – the movie finds its 
transformative charge by keeping the focus on the music, which remains among the wonders of the 
pop world. 

Only occasionally does the movie evoke a sense of Jackson’s immense loneliness, an isolation that 
led him to create the fantasy world that would be his undoing. Intended as a victory lap for the 
emancipated solo sar, the recreation of Jackson’s 1989 “Bad” performance bristles with defiance and 
rising aggression. Michael leaves us with an readable image of its subject – his eyes hidden behind 
an outstretched hand, his mouth locked in a hardened grimace, as though readying himself for a 
turbulent future to come. Perhaps it’s just as Jackson him would have wanted – to remain a mystery. 

FRIDAY, JUNE 19th, 2026 
1:30PM at the PRIDE CENTER 

FREE POPCORN and SODA 



 


