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     Volunteers are EVERYTHING to SAGE of South Florida. Your Board consists entirely of unpaid Volunteers. 
Everything that gets done GETS DONE because of the work of this all-volunteer Board. If I could, I would award 
EVERY BOARD MEMBER (and their partners) a Volunteer of the Year Award. But, when I first became Presi-
dent, I asked the Board to do away with that practice, because of (sometimes valid) complaints that we seemed 
to be self-serving. However, I do want to take this opportunity to Thank All Our Board Members (present 
and past) for their contributions of time and effort and money to keep our SAGE the strong and vibrant 
organization it is. I hope you do the same when you see them. I also want to thank some of you who 
have stepped forward, and volunteered to help us this past year: Sonny Miller and Larry Elwyn; 
Fran Lichtman and Phyllis Foster; Pete Michalowski; Bill Woodward; Les Oldenbusch; Caroline 
Leto; Leo Glickstein; Ken Moore and Frank Cavanaugh; Barbara Sussman; Donn Hutchins; Don 
Brunelle; Dr. Deric Bownds, PhD; Dr. David Goldberger, PhD; Larry McNear and Bruce Todres; 
Inez Pasher; Richard Plant; Richard Bunyan; Wayne Draper; Joe Suplit; Susan Mack and Toni 
Herbert; Robert “Reba” Rebernisek; and Rex Coston. (Please forgive me if I have left anyone out. It 
was unintentional -- and I will make it up to you in a future column.)

- MARCH 2010 -

     This year, in breaking with tradition, the Board has decided to 
name the Recipients of our Annual Volunteer of the Year Awards and 
the new Spirit of SAGE Award, ahead of the Annual Meeting. We ask 
all who know, love, admire and respect them to honor them at our An-
nual Meeting on March 28th. 
     Our Honored Recipient of Volunteer of the Year (Female) is: 

Ms. SHARRON DEMAREST -- Sharron was born in 
Maine and spent her early years traveling around the country 
as a child of a military family. At the age of 16 she moved 
herself to New York City where she lived for the next 39 
years. As such she considers herself a New Yorker. After a 

couple of jobs as a secretary, and a time spent as a darkroom technician 
for the photographer, W. Eugene Smith, she went to work in the art stu-
dio at J. Walter Thompson, the advertising agency. Once there, she started 
to write advertising copy and was later hired as a copywriter at Dancer 
Fitzgerald Sample. With 10 years in advertising under her belt, Sharron 
left to pursue a career as a fine artist. Her work has appeared in shows in 
the U.S. and Europe and has been shown in several museums here and 
abroad. Having lived in SoHo for several years, with her partner Inez and 
their two children, they moved to Williamsburg, Brooklyn, where Shar-
ron published a biweekly community magazine called “Waterfront Week.” 
With a readership of about 10,000 by its end, Sharron also established a 
web site that was read worldwide. In 2005, Sharron and Inez retired to 
Florida “where they plan to live happily ever after.” Currently, Sharron is 
the editor of “The Sage,” SAGE of South Florida’s newsletter.
     Our Honored Recipient of Volunteer of the Year (Male) 

is: Dr. NORMAN PETERS, PhD -- Upon retiring, after 
having spent his entire life in California, Norm discovered 
that most of his friends were moving to Palm Springs and 
various places which did not seem inviting. He always 

loved Florida, and when his partner, Bill, suggested a move to Florida he 
quickly jumped at the chance. They sold their properties, shipped their 
belongings, and flew to the Sunshine State. They had a vision of what 
Florida living would be like, and eventually settled in Palm Aire  -- where 
they both now live. Norm found one problem: No friends! They knew 
absolutely no one. And Palm Aire, with its tropical seclusion, gave little 
help. Where were the gay people to whom they had become accustomed 
in Los Angeles? Having read about SAGE in a local magazine, they 
tracked down the meeting place and attended their first Drop-In about 
ten years ago. They found a wonderful, engaging and friendly group the 
likes of which they had never seen in L.A. At that time there were three 
Drop-Ins: One for men; one for women; and the third, a Co-Ed group. 
Mary O’Connor became their first close friend. It was she who got them 
interested in the Men’s group. Alfredo was doing a wonderful job moder-
ating, but after three years he was growing tired. Norm would occasion-
ally help him. When Alfredo retired from the Drop-In, he and Mary 
asked Norm to take leadership. Norm saw this as a great opportunity, 
since it was along the lines of his previous work. What is now the Weekly 
Wednesday Men’s Drop-In has become very successful under his guid-
ance. “It has become a very interactive group with strong empathy. It is a 
group with a few sprinkles of Carl Rogers’ blessings, and one which com-
bines its regulars’ weekly experiences into a tapestry of continual change 
and wisdom. It supports health through social involvement, with further 
social activities springing from it into a body of real friends. If a member 
wants to learn, then the Drop-In is a source of knowledge. Everyone has 
an opinion, although he may not speak it. It is not always what men do, 
but what happens within the mind that contributes to happiness.” 
     The Spirit of SAGE Award was established last year by the Board 
to recognize those Members whose contributions go far beyond SAGE, 

                          Carl M. Galli, President, SAGE of South Florida
Volunteers are Everything to SAGE
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SAGE Editorial Policy
SAGE welcomes contributors to this newsletter. An author may request 
their entry to be “anonymous.” However, the submission as received 
by SAGE must be accompanied by the full name and address of the 
author. Items will be published at our discretion. If we feel that we 
cannot publish a submission anonymously, we will contact the author. 
We reserve the right to edit items for size considerations, clarity or 
standards of decency.
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     SAGE of South Florida is a non-profit orga-
nization for Senior Action in a Gay Environment 
to enrich the lives of the GLBT senior community 
through membership inclusive of age, gender, 
race, nationality and religion. We believe this can 
be accomplished by sponsoring social alternatives 
to provide personal interaction, offering educa-
tional opportunities to deal with the special needs 
of aging, and promoting contact with the isolated 
and homebound persons of our community. SAGE 
is also an advocate for the concerns and needs 
of the senior GLBT community at large, providing 
referral information of community resources and 
promoting intergenerational communication in the 
GLBT community.
     SAGE was founded in 1994 as a Florida “not 
for profit” Corporation. (Federal Tax-Exempt status 
of 501(c)3 allowing tax-deductible donations).

SAGE MISSION STATEMENT



SAGE Advertising Policy
     Our monthly newsletter is partially underwrit-
ten by advertising revenue. We have a written fee 
schedule for various sizes and number of months. 
An insert, instead of display advertising, is also 
available for business and organizations at a 
very reasonable rate. Contact the SAGE office at 
954.634.7219 or e-mail at sagesofl@gmail.com for 
more information about business cards to full-page 
ads, classifieds and flyers. We appreciate our busi-
ness supporters. As members, let’s support them as 
much as possible.
     Do you have friends or family who own a 
business? Ask them to place an ad in THE SAGE. 

MONTHLY BOARD MEETING 
& SATURDAY LUNCH & LEARN

12:30 PM, March 6, 2010

HERB SKOLNICK 
COMMUNITY CENTER

800 S.W. 36th Avenue, Pompano Beach, FL

RESERVATIONS REQUIRED!!!!!!!!!!
Members with reservations:  $12.00

All others:  $17.00

Doors Open at 12:00PM
If you arrive early, please make yourself 
comfortable in the lobby and meet and 

mingle with other SAGE members  
and their guests.

Reservations must be made by 12:30PM on 
the Thursday preceding the Luncheon,  

as the caterer must have the final count.

For reservations, please call the 
SAGE office @ 954.634.7219

MENU
Salad

Veal Canelloni 
(pasta shell filled w/ shredded 
veal & seasonings and baked 

with tomato sauce) 
Roast Beef

(thinly sliced w/ juices) 
Carrots & Peas

Panna Cotta w/ berries
The Honored Speaker will be:

Mayor Kenneth Keechl
Speaking on the State of the County

A MESSAGE FROM THE BOARD
    IF YOU RESERVE A PLACE AT THE ‘LUNCH & 

LEARN’ AND YOU DO NOT ATTEND, YOU ARE STILL 
RESPONSIBLE TO SAGE FOR PAYMENT. WE MUST 
GIVE THE CATERER AS EXACT A COUNT AS POSSI-
BLE BASED ON YOUR RESERVATION. THE CATERER 
MUST BE PAID WHETHER OR NOT YOU SHOW UP.  

WE TRUST YOU TO UNDERSTAND  
AND DO THE RIGHT THING!
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SAGE Classifieds

SAGE MEMBERS IN NEED
     Please contact the AADRC (Aging and Dis-
ability Resource Center) at 954.745.9779. It is a 
one-stop center for information and referral ser-
vices available to seniors and their care-givers in 
our community.

SHARING SAGE WITH OTHERS
     Reconnecting with old friends and meeting new 
acquaintances is a great part of the SAGE tradi-
tion. We invite you to share this tradition by inviting 
someone new to SAGE to one of our many SAGE 
sponsored events. Share the camaraderie and 
support found among SAGE members with others.
     When you invite someone new to any SAGE 
sponsored events and that friend joins SAGE, he 
or she will become a SAGE of South Florida mem-
ber for the reduced fee of $25 for their first year of 
membership.
     



   3                                                                                             SAGE Message Line:  954.634.7219 -- www.sagewebsite.org                                       

PAID ADVERTISING - PAID ADVERTISING - PAID ADVERTIS-

PAID ADVERTISING - PAID AD-

PAID ADVERTISING - PAID ADVERTISING - PAID ADVERTIS-
touching the very hearts and minds of the Community at Large, always for 
the Greater good. 
     This year’s Honored Recipient is: Ms. MARY O’CONNOR -- Mary, 

who had such a big smile for all of us, died on December 
1, 2009 in Davie, Florida, from complications of heart 
disease. She was 79. 
     Mary was born on June 15, 1930, in Brooklyn, New 
York. She was adopted by an older couple who raised her 
into her teen years. But their untimely deaths, moved her 

into homes of relatives at a time when Mary was starting to deal with her 
sexual orientation. The pressure of the times prompted her to leave and 
at age 17 she was on her own. She was always interested in nursing and 
the medical field. She worked two years in the Blood Bank at Queens 
General Hospital. In 1954, after seeing Arthur Godfrey’s show on TV 
being broadcast from sunny Miami Beach, she decided to relocate to the 
Sunshine State. Mary found her true calling in Memorial Hospital in 
Hollywood, Florida where she worked as chief technician, supervisor, and 
manager of the Blood Bank Program for forty years. During that time, she 
earned her bachelor’s and master’s degrees at Nova University. She was also 
a member of the American Association of University Women where she 
served as cultural and social chair. But “the career climb did come at a cost 
of being closeted all that time” because so much of her life focused on her 
profession rather than on her personal life. Mary valued giving back to her 
community. When she retired in 1994, she finally found the comfort 
zone that she was looking for and where she could be herself and that 
was with SAGE. Mary gave generously of her time and talents. She was 
chairperson for the Friendly Visitor’s Program, started the Co-Ed Drop-
In group, served as a facilitator for the Bereavement Group, was elected 
Vice President and finally nominated as the first woman President of 
SAGE. She was an inspired choice. She remained thoughtful, reflective and 
unfailingly courteous to all who came in contact with her. 
     Mary was always willing to lend a helping hand. She volunteered with 
Habitat for Humanity and the Poverello Food Bank. She was one of 
the Founding Members of Women In Network and worked tirelessly at 
establishing the Memorial Program at GLCC. She was a lifelong member 
of Unitarian Universalist Church. Mary also served in the Army Reserves 
for six years. She joined forces with the American Veterans for Equal 
Rights where she championed their cause and rallied their membership 
with humility and graciousness. In 2005, Mary received Broward’s 
“Heart Of The Community” Volunteer Of The Year award in honor of 
her many years of serving others on behalf of the GLBT community. 
     Mary was indeed utterly unique. To those who knew her, no explana-
tion is necessary. To those who didn’t, no explanation is possible. We thank 
you Mary for your gentle love, friendship and kindness. You will be 
missed, admired and remembered with great affection. Mary is survived by 
Eileen M. Lancella -- her loving companion, friend and confidante.
(Eileen will accept the Spirit of SAGE Award on Mary’s behalf at our Annual 
Meeting on March 28th.)
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